
Date: Saturday, October 29, 2016
         Registration begins at 9:30.
    10:00 Short business meeting 

Place: Montgomery Community Building 
       14420 Liberty Street,             
       Montgomery, Texas

Reservation: There is no charge for our 
mini reunions, but please register on line 
so we can plan for attendance.  

Lunch : The Big Sombrero,                
         19402 Hwy. 105,Montgomery 
              (Dutch treat) 

Fall Newsletter                      Mini- Reunion Meeting                            September 2016         

     GUEST SPEAKER: Robin Navarro Montgomery, a native of Conroe, Texas, is 
the recipient of a PhD from the University of Oklahoma. His professional background 
includes a career as university professor at Southwestern Oklahoma State University, 
Oxford Graduate School, and four years as graduate professor of international 
relations in Europe. He has published extensively in political science and local history 
articles, books and newspaper columns. His previous books on local history are The 
History of Montgomery County (two editions); Cut’n Shoot, Texas: The Roy Harris 
Story; Tortured Destiny: The Lament of a Shaman Princess; Historic Montgomery 
County: an Illustrated History; Indians and Pioneers in Original Montgomery County; 
and March to Destiny: Cultural Legacy of Stephen F. Austin’s Original Colony.           
!                  You don’t want to miss this special speaker.



More about the town of Montgomery:                                                               
! Montgomery traces its roots back to 1823 when Andrew J. Montgomery 
established a trading post a few miles to the west of the current townsite. On 
December 14, 1837, the town named for Andrew Montgomery became the first 
county seat of Montgomery County and the third county formed under the Republic of 
Texas. It originally extended from the Brazos River to the Trinity. Owen and Margaret 
Montgomery Shannon, colonists with Stephen F. Austin’s later land grants, settled on 
their land and traded with the Indians. In its early days, Montgomery was the trade 
center for a large farming area, where stagecoach, railroad and telegraph lines 
crossed.
! Today, Montgomery  is a “walking city” where you can stroll leisurely from 
historic home to historic home, or shop to you heart’s content.
! Fernland Historical Park is a City of Montgomery public park and opened to 
everyone. Historic log home, examples of mid-nineteenth century architecture, 
numerous artifacts and explanatory panels create an uniquely enjoyable attraction 
and learning experience for visitors. 

Places to stay in Montgomery:
! We do not make reservations for out mini-reunions but these are some 
suggestions for those wishing to come and stay on Friday, October 28, 2016.
! Best Western, 14643 Hwy. 105, West Montgomery, 936-588-3030
! Super 8 -Montgomery-Lake Conroe, 201 Mesa @ Hwy. 105, 936-588-2886

San Felipe de Austin State Historic Site:
! The Texas Historical Commission will be hosting a ceremonial groundbreaking 
at San Felipe de Austin State Historic Site on Thursday, October 20, 2016. The 
program will begin at 10:00 a.m.  Along with the groundbreaking event, there will be 
expanded curriculum for 4th grade students from Stephen F. Austin Elementary 
School in the Lamar Consolidated Independent School District. If you hope to attend 
and would like more information about the event, contact site manager Bryan 
McAuley at bryan.mcauley@thc.texas.gov. 
! October is Texas Archeology Month and the San Felipe de Austin SHS will be 
hosting archeologically themed programs on weekends in October.

! ! !     Save the date
!     Annual Reunion - June 17, 2017 -High Hill, Texas
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Hello from your Old 300 President...
! I am very proud of our Old 300 Board who work tirelessly for the benefit of 
the organization. Many thanks go to Bruce Gill and Leslie Recine for their 
previous commitment to the board. We welcome Charlene Mullenweg as our 
new recording secretary and Susan Stoker as our new Historian. Thank you 
ladies for volunteering your time and talents. We gratefully welcome new 
members to the old 300 board. Remember that it is your board so please 
consider volunteering your time to help anyone on the board. They can be 
reached by using the emails listed on page 3 and 4 of your new yearbook. 
! A special thanks goes to John Herzer, our first vice president, for our 
beautiful new yearbook. You should have all received your book by now. John 
also manages our website. Please let John know if your strengths are in 
technology. He is great at helping you navigate the site. Remember that it is your 
responsibility to keep your personal information correct.
! Another round of thanks to Tommy Shelton, our second vice president. 
Tommy diligently works to find new places to visit and speakers to share their 
interest in Texas history. Let him know if you can share a Texas historical 
location near you. Please volunteer to help him with the planning of our mini and 
annual reunions. 
! Don’t forget that YOU are the first families of Texas. It was YOUR 
ancestors, the Old 300, that Stephen F. Austin brought to start our grand and 
glorious state of Texas. Come to our mini-reunion in Montgomery and share your 
heritage with others.
! Fred Strauss, President of the Descendants of Austin’s Old 300

CHRISTMAS IDEA FOR YOUR GRANDCHILDREN
! Did you know that we have Junior Memberships? This is a wonderful idea 
for a special Christmas gift for your family members. There is a one time 
application fee of $15 and $35 for membership.  A Junior Member does not pay 
dues or vote until they reach the age of 18 but they can attend all meetings. It is 
easy to “piggy back” on their parent’s membership. Please address your 
questions to our registrar, Judy Menasco.
!
!




